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Abstract
According to The International Organization of Migration (IOM), “A migrant is a person
who will be engaged or has been engaged in an activity in a state/country of which he or she is not
a national.”1 “An asylum-seeker is someone, whose request for sanctuary has yet to be processed.”2
The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) shows that “A refugee is someone who has been
forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a wellfound fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
OHCHR - the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has described an
international migrant as “any person
who is outside a State of which they are
a citizen or national, or, in the case of a
stateless person, their State of birth or
habitual residence”. ‘Migrant’ is
thereby used as a neutral term to
describe a group of people who have in
common a lack of citizenship
attachment to their host country.
IOM Migrant – An umbrella term, not
defined under international law,
reflecting
the
common
lay
understanding of a person who moves
away from his or her place of usual
residence, whether within a country or
across an international border,
temporarily or permanently, and for a
variety of reasons. The term includes a
number
of
well-defined
legal
categories of people, such as migrant
workers; persons whose particular
types of movements are legallydefined, such as smuggled migrants; as
well as those whose status or means of
movement are not specifically defined
under international law, such as
international students.

political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. War,
ethnic, tribal, and religious violence are leading causes of refugees
fleeing their countries.”3
Brazil and Venezuela share the same continent, and until
recently, their living standards and populations differ in language
and ethnicity. This paper will examine Brazil's treatment of
Venezuelan refugees, migrant workers, and asylum seekers during
the initial phase of the influx, 2014 - early 2018 and in the context
of Brazil’s obligations to protect asylum-seekers under the 1951
United Nations Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol, the
relevant human and humanitarian rights instruments and Brazil’s
own legislation.

1

International Organization on Migration https://ww.un.org/en/gobal issue/migration
https://www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html
3
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
2
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My working hypothesis is, the greater the difference between the home population and
refugee populations, the more difficult it is to be a refugee.
To support this argument, I will compare the treatment of Venezuelans in Brazil with those in
Colombia. I conclude the thesis by focusing on remedial policy measures that will enable Brazil to
meet its international legal obligations in case of future influxes of migrants and asylum-seekers. I
will rely on primary and secondary sources and statistical data.
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Chapter I

Introduction/Background
Migration is defined as “movement from one country, place, or locality to another.” From
the time, 60,000 years ago, when the earliest humans migrated from Africa, humans have been on
the move. Even today, three percent of the world’s population, or approximately 258 million
people, live outside of their country of origin.”4 Migration is a global issue, and some countries do
not have the capabilities to assist vulnerable groups of individuals seeking to enter their country.
Although refugees and internally displaced persons make up a relatively small portion of the total
number of migrants, they are the most vulnerable. 5
Recent history shows that migrants seek better living conditions, freedom from hunger,
constant war internal and external, environmental factors, and most importantly, to be free from
colonialism.6 Migration continues today, driven in part by “famine, natural disasters, and human
rights abuses.”7
The International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) 2020 world report, points out that as of
2019, there were 272 million migrants globally, accounting for 3.5% of the world’s population.8
The report also showed that migrants are divided based on gender. For instance, 52% of
international migrants were males as comparison to 48% female and 74% of the migrant workers
were between the ages of 20-64 years.9

Erin, Blakemore. “Human migration sparked by wars, disasters, and now climate”
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/migration
5
Charlotte, Edmond. “Global migration, by the numbers: who migrates, where they go and why”?
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/01/iom-global-migration-report-international-migrants-2020/
6
Ibid,.p.1
7
Ibid., p.1
8
Marie McAuliffe and Bindo, Kahdria. “International Migration World Report 2020 “Providing Perspective on
Migration and Mobility in increasingly uncertain times” chapter 1 p.4
9
Ibid.,p3
4
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As the world continues to experience war, hunger, climate change, famine, and political
instability, people are fleeing for their lives in record numbers to various parts of the world. The
IOM’s World Migration Report 2020 stated that as of 2018 there were 25.9 million refugees and
another 5.5 million attached to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA) in the Near East. The agency further stated that refugees younger than 18
years old account for 52% of the total.10
The UNHCR definition states that “An asylum-seeker is someone whose request for sanctuary
has yet to be processed.”11 Data provided by UNHCR showed that in 2019 “asylum seekers
worldwide numbered 4.2 million individuals waiting for on a decision regarding their status.”12
Article 14 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, states that everyone has the
right to seek asylum and the 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol prohibits states from
imposing penalties on those entering ‘illegally’ who come directly from a territory where their life
or freedom is threatened.”13
Refugees are defined as individuals who flee from their countries because of extreme danger,
murder, kidnapping, violence against women, and forced recruitment by gangs and on account of
a well-founded fear of persecution. For instance, those from Central and South America are fleeing
for their safety from community violence and poverty. They are arriving at various border
crossings in North America, Mexico, the U.S. and Canada. However, upon their arrival, the asylum

Ibid., p. 3-6 “International Migration World Report 2020 “Providing Perspective on Migration and Mobility in
increasingly uncertain times”
11
https://www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html
12
Ibid.
13
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
10
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seekers are told they are “illegal immigrants.”14According to international law crossing a border
or claiming asylum is not illegal.15
The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers, and
Members of Their Families, was adopted by the General Assembly Resolution 45/158 of
December 18, 1990 and came into force in 2003 after it was signed and ratified by twenty
countries.”16 The purpose of this convention is to ensure that the rights of all migrants and their
families are protected in host countries. When the convention was adopted, there was a growing
concern about the protection of the rights of migrants. This concern was highlighted in the UN
Economic and Social Council’s, 1972 resolution 1706 (LIII), that expressed alarm at reports of
the illegal transportation of labor to some European countries and the exploitation of workers from
some African countries in conditions akin to slavery and forced labor. Also, in 1972 the United
Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 2920 (XXVII), condemned discrimination against
foreign workers, called upon Governments to end such practices, and to improve the reception
arrangements for migrant workers.”17
In 2015, more than 52,000 Venezuelans began to arrive in Brazil seeking asylum and
protection for themselves and their families.18 Among the reasons for this mass migration from

Migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants: What’s the difference? escue.org/article/migrants-asylumseekers-refugees-and-immigrants-whats-difference
15
Geoff Gilbert and Clara Sandoval “Cross-border conflict and international law”
https://www.c-r.org/accord/cross-border-peacebuilding/cross-border-conflict-and-international-law
16
https://biblioteca.iidh-jurisprudencia.ac.cr/index.php/in-english/universal-system-of-human-rights/rights-ofmigrants/2161-international-convention-on-the-protection-of-the-rights-of-all-migrant-workers-and-members-oftheir-families-1990/file
17
Office of the United Nations Of the High Commission for Human Rights “The International Convention
on Migrant Workers and its Committee facts Sheets”
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet24rev.1en.pdf
18
Reuters Staff 800 “Venezuelans flee to Brazil daily to escape insecurity, hunger: UNHCR”
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-migrants
14
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Venezuela was sub-standard living conditions, corruption, inflation, and political instability in the
country.
An International Monetary Fund report (IMF) showed that Venezuelans fled in record numbers to
countries including, for example, Mexico, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama. According to the
IMF report, the economic activity of migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees actually contributes
to the host country’s GDP.
I intend to use Brazil and Colombia as an example of countries struggling with migration
from Venezuela. My hypothesis is that the greater the difference between the host country and
refugee populations, the more resistance there will be to refugees.19

Luisa Feline Freier, “Understanding the Venezuelan Displacement Crisis”
https://www.e-ir.info/2018/06/28/understanding-the-venezuelan-displacement-crises/ June (2018)

19
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Chapter II
Literature Review
International Standards: Asylum Seekers, Refugees, and Migrants
In this chapter, I will discuss the major international organizations and international legal standards
in regard to the 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol (hereafter, the Refugee Convention);
and I will examine the case of Venezuelans in Brazil to make my argument.
The UNHCR shows the Refugee Convention is the only global legal instrument explicitly
covering the most important aspects of a refugee’s life. Provisions of the treaty show that refugees
deserve, at a minimum, the same standards of treatment enjoyed by other foreign nationals in a
given country, and in many cases, the same treatment as nationals. The Convention also recognizes
the international scope of the refugee problem and the importance of international solidarity and
cooperation in trying to resolve it.20
The 1984 Cartagena Declaration also specified the same legal protections for Latin
American countries.21 This regional refugee framework extends the right to protection to victims
of generalized violence, foreign aggression, internal conflicts, mass violations of human rights,
and situations that have seriously disturbed public order.
As mentioned previously, the number of Venezuelans migrating to Brazil and several Latin
American and Caribbean countries is because of a lack of necessities in Venezuela. For example,
food, medicine, education, living conditions, and basic social services. Some will argue that it is
not enough for individuals to flee their country to obtain refugee status.

20

The 1951 Convention Relating to the status of Refugee and Its 1967 to https://www.unhcr.org/aboutus/background/4ec262df9/1951-convention-relating-status-refugees-its-1967-protocol.html
21
Michael Reed-Hurtado “Legal and Protection Policy research series”
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/51c801934.pdf
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However, apart from the basic needs lacking in Venezuela coupled with political
corruption, Venezuelans are fleeing merely to survive and to gain safety for themselves and their
families.22 Thus, according 1984 Cartagena Declaration and some legal experts, Venezuelans
should be considered refugees. Mexico is the only country in the region that has approved nearly
all asylum applications by Venezuelans.23
The issues that refugees, migrants and asylum seekers face when they are fleeing for their
safety must not be overlooked, as the global community assumes responsibility for ensuring that
these individuals are offered a safe haven, and countries should be willing to accommodate them
even if on a temporary basis, until decisions on their status are made by host countries.
Four months after the San Francisco Conference ended, the United Nations officially came into
existence. On October 24th, 1945, its Charter had been ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the
United Kingdom, the United States and by a majority of other signatories.”24 These nations are
commonly known as the P5. The UN’s primary objective is to oversee world peace and ensure nations
will abide by the conventions and treaties.25 The agencies responsible for the asylum seekers, refugees,
and migrants are as follows:
▪

International Organization for Migration (IOM) is responsible for overseeing migration
and migrant workers as well as promoting respect for their rights in host countries.26

▪

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is responsible for ensuring that asylum
-seekers and refugees are protected and that their rights under the Refugee Convention

22

Luisa Feline Freier and Nicolas Parent “A South American Migration Crisis: Venezuelan Outflows Test
Neighbors' Hospitality” https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/south-american-migration-crisis-venezuelanoutflows-test-neighbors-hospitality
23
Ibid
24
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/history-of-the-un
25
Ibid.
26
https://www.iom.int/

P a g e 12 | 60

are respected and fulfilled. In recent years the agency has also been mandated to assist
governments to protect the rights of internally displaced populations (IDPs).27
Most observers view migrants as a positive force in national economies, although others view
them as a burden to the community. In fact, the IOM’s 2020 report states that in 2015 “ migrant workers
contributed over 9 percent, or USD 6.7 trillion, to global gross domestic product (GDP).”28 For
instance, Colombia’s government specified that Venezuelans who are fleeing their country are
welcomed, except criminals and members of drug cartels. Although Colombia has its own internal
domestic issues, Venezuelan migrants and refugees are looked upon as boosters for its GDP growth.29
In contrast, Brazil was hesitant to welcome Venezuelan migrants, and others seeking asylum
because President Jair Bolsonaro stated: “that the social, political and economic crisis that Venezuela
is experiencing was born from the populism and the irresponsibility of a project of a country that
had no limits, and we Brazilians do not want what occurred unfortunately in Venezuela to bear
fruit in Brazil.”30
There are several nations in Europe that addressed this global crisis differently and accused
each other of sending immigrants to their borders. For example, the European Union “accused
Belarus of flying in thousands of people mainly from the Middle East for migration. However,
Belarus denied the accusations”. Belarus was not the only country that is reacting negatively to the

27

https://www.unhcr.org/about-us.html
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf, pg.164
29
Dylan, Baddour. “Colombia’s Radical Plan to Welcome Millions of Venezuelan Migrants” “I’ve never seen a
government trying this hard to register people and leave the borders open.”
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/01/colombia-welcomes-millions-venezuelans-maduroguaido/581647/
30
“What did the Mercosur’s leaders say about Venezuela in Santa Fe”? https://en.mercopress.com/2019/07/18/whatdid-the-mercosur-s-leaders-say-about-venezuela-in-santa-fe
28
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global flows of refugees, migrants, and those seeking asylum; Poland stationed their military at
their borders to prevent refugees and migrants from entering into the country.31
The international community and the major UN agencies have played a vital role in
assisting countries with the influx of migrants, refugees, and displaced individuals. However, one
cannot argue against the fact that host countries are sovereign, and their approach and policies to
migrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers differ. For example, some countries do not have the
capacity to add more people to their already weak economy. Migrants and refugees could become
burdensome for these countries.
Scientific studies carried out by three leading agencies - International Monetary Fund,
(IMF), World Bank (WB) and The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) - conclude that there is an “economic boost (that) refugees can bring with them if they
are allowed the chance to improve their circumstances and build a decent life. Refugees are
vulnerable, but also tough, resilient and industrious. When they have the chance to participate in
the local economy, both they and their host communities benefit.”32

31

EU proposes scaling back asylum rights for arrivals from Belarus EU Commission pushes for Poland, Lithuania
and Latvia to have more time to weigh asylum claims amid migration crisis.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/1/eu-proposes-scaling-back-asylum-rights-for-arrivals-from-belarus
32
Fillippo, Grandi. “Refugees deserve action and investment, not indifference and cruelty”
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/refugees-deserve-action-and-investment-not-indifference-and-cruelty
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Chapter III
Theoretical Argument
Brazil: Treatment of Migrants, Refugees Asylum Seekers
In this chapter, I will compare and contrast the harsh treatment Venezuelans received in
Brazil with the treatment they received in Colombia.
The Brazilian migration crisis is part of a global issue. Countries such as the United States,
Germany, and Italy are battling their own immigration and border crises. The migration crisis in
Latin America has stretched the resources of other countries in the region and caused human rights
concerns about the migrants.33 The global crisis is not expected to subside; migrants who flock to
a country’s borders to seek work visas and employment opportunities create a challenge to most
countries, especially if migrants are unskilled.34 Countries seek to protect their own citizens and
their economy from an influx of unskilled labor and that leads them to impose harsh policies to
deter potential migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees.
Brazil has reacted harshly, towards Venezuelans coming into their country. However,
countries such as Colombia have been more willing to assist the migrants, asylum seekers, as well
as refugees from Venezuela. According to the UNHCR, Colombia has accepted approximately
37% of Venezuelan migrants (4.6 million) in comparison to Brazil which has accepted a mere
98,000 Venezuelan migrants since 2014.35 In contrast, other migrants who arrived in Brazil such
as the Syrians who received special visas in 2013, have been welcomed without an issue. The data
show that Brazil accepted more Syrian migrants because of the on-going war that has killed

33

Ibid.
Shannon, O’Neil. “A Venezuelan Refugee Crisis Contingency Planning” (February 15th, 2018)
https://www.cfr.org/report/venezuelan-refugee-crisis
35
Jo Griffin' “The strain is too much': Venezuelan exodus has Brazil at breaking point”
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/dec/24/venezuelan-exodus-brazil-at-breaking-point
34
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250,000 people.36 Is it because Syria is plagued by war, hunger, violence, and political corruption?
One can argue that Venezuelans who are fleeing their homeland, have also experienced food
insecurity, loss of jobs, violence the effects of climate change and political instability and are in
the same situation as the Syrians and need the same treatment and protection that the Syrians
received.
During the 1800s, Brazil welcomed immigrants to its shores as laborers on coffee
plantations. At that time, the country had no issues concerning immigration. However, when other
groups of immigrants, Asians or anyone who was non-white, wanted to go to Brazil, the country’s
wealthy individuals had an issue.37 Brazil’s elite, who were mainly white, saw their race being
threatened because of the influx of new immigrants who did not look like them.
The harsh treatment Venezuelans are experiencing in Brazil is not new. Brazil has a history
of discriminating against minorities and have strict laws against immigrants.38 During 2018,
Brazil accepted refugees from several nations. Venezuelans accounted for 40% of the 11,231
according to the National Committee for Refugees (CONARE). The number of Venezuelan
migrants, refugees and those seeking asylum was highest in 2019 with 21,432, making the
absorption of refugees and migrants difficult for the local Brazilian government in the relatively
poor border states such as Roraima.
The national Brazilian government indicated that too many unskilled immigrants were
flocking to their borders.39 Brazil’s President Bolsonaro and his administration complained that
the economy could not sustain these groups of individuals permanently. Brazil’s conservative

36

Jill, Langlois. “The Syrians Starting Over in Brazil.” https://www.unhcr.org/enus/news/stories/2016/3/573c364f4/the-syrians-starting-over-in-brazil.html
.37Thomas, E. Skidmore. https://library.brown.edu/create/fivecenturiesofchange/
38
Ibid., Chapter 4.
39
Igor Jose de Reno Machado, “Purity and Mixture in the Category of Refuge in Brazil.” Journal of Immigrant &
Refugee Studies, p. 4.
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administration (2021) under President Bolsonaro has taken a harsher approach than previous
governments, and migrants are often ill-treated in Brazil.40 However, when other citizens arrive in
Brazil, their treatment is not different under the current administration. Venezuelan migrants seem
to be singled out for harsher conditions. President Bolsonaro made it very clear at a news
conference when he said that his government would no longer be a party to a United Nations
migration accord (Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration) signed in 2018,
arguing that “not just anyone can come into our home, and anyone who comes here must be subject
to our laws and customs and must sing our national anthem and respect our culture.” 41
The Igarape Academic Research Institution based in Brazil, in its research on refugees,
migrants, and asylum seekers, described the living conditions the groups experience while living
in Brazil as inhumane. Authors Maiara Folly and Robert Muggah in “How Brazil Can Do Better
for Venezuelan Refugees” stated, “although the Brazilian government set up less than 20 shelters
for the refugees, the capacity is 5,500. However, the migrants’ refugees and asylum seekers are
forced to live in conditions worse than in their homeland.” Some in these groups become sex
workers; school-age children are sometimes hungry or malnourished and face childhood diseases,
psychological issues, and violence.42 In 2015 Bolsonaro denigrated migrants, postulating that
“Refugees coming to Brazil are the scum of the earth.”43

Jenny, Barchfield. https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2019/12/5e0108964/ “relocation-flights-giveVenezuelans-new-lease-life-brazil life-brazil”.html
41
Ernesto, Londo. “Far-right president Jair Bolsonaro pulls Brazil from United Nations pact designed to protect
migrants” Controversial president adopts harder line on immigration by rejecting proposals
( 2019). 20:07https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/jair-bolsonaro-brazil-migration-accord-unitednations-venezuela-refugee-crisis-a8721461.html
42
Maiara, Folly and Robert, Muggah. “How Brazil Can Do Better for Venezuelans Refugees.”
43
Carley, Clontz. “The rocky relationship of Bolsonaro and Maduro” https://www.panoramas.pitt.edu/news-andpolitics/rocky-relationship-bolsonaro-and-maduro
40

P a g e 17 | 60

In response to the arrivals, many business owners initially welcomed the growing consumer
market for their products such as rice and sugar, and the low-wage workers. Some native workers,
however, claimed that they were unable to compete with the low wages paid to Venezuelans,
leaving politicians to worry that they might lose upcoming elections as a result of an antiimmigrant backlash. In February 2018, Former Brazil President Michel Temer doubled the
number of soldiers at the Venezuelan border to 200, indicating a shift toward treating the refugee
inflow as a national security issue.
Brazil’s Two Conflicting Laws Regarding Refugees and Migrants
During the 1990s Brazil gave the UNHCR assurances that it would support refugees and
migrants who came to the country. The first group of immigrants (asylum seekers) arrived were
from West Africa. During Presidents Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Luiz Ignacia Lula da Silva’s
administrations, (1998-2006) Brazil granted refugee status to 3,0000 refugees from West
Africa. However, Brazil claimed they were granted that status because they received funding
from UNHCR to host the refugees. Without that funding, Brazil said it would have been unable
to do so on a large scale.44
When the news reached the world that several European nations were “Rejecting UN’s
Migration Package” - the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration - Europe was
divided. Some European countries that had voted against the global migration agreement were in
favor of President Bolsonaro’s rejection of the pact.45 Those countries include Switzerland,
Croatia, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic.46 The countries have stipulated that

44

Ernesto, Friedrich Amaral and Wilson, Fusco. “Shaping Brazil: The Role of International Migration.”
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/shaping-brazil-role-international-migration
45
Gábor, Sarnyai. “More and More Countries Are Rejecting UN’s Migration Package”
https://hungarytoday.hu/more-and-more-countries-reject-uns-migration-package/
46
Joanna, Kakississ. “A U.N. Migration Pact Is Dividing Europe —and Has Become Fodder For Nationalists.”
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they do not have the capacity to host refugees, migrants, or asylum seekers because they have their
own immigration problems and groups of individuals will become a burden on their economy.47
However, specifically in the case of asylum-seekers and refugees, host countries may not
forcibly return refugees to their country of origin. The Refugee Convention of 1951also states that
although governments have a right to control their own borders, they are obliged to host asylumseekers and refugees on a temporary basis until a durable solution can be found.48 Refugees and
migrants are not to remain without legal status for a long period of time, for more than five years
after their arrival to the host countries. This is a global human rights crisis and not only with respect
to Brazil’s government and its ill-treatment of Venezuelans, but to other countries as well.49
Initially, as Venezuelan migrants were crossing into Colombia looking for safety, work,
and better living conditions, Colombia did not want to accept them because the country did not
have the capacity and financial means to accommodate thousands of refugees and migrant workers
who could become a burden on its already weak economy. This prompted former President Juan
Manuel Santos Calderón in 2017, to “temporarily suspend new daily entry cards, and deploy new
security personnel, including more soldiers, along the 2,219 km (1,379-mile) border that the two
countries share which made it more difficult for refugees and migrants on the western border of
Venezuela to flee the dangerous conditions.”50 President Santos Calderón stated on November 9,
2017, that “Venezuela is his worst nightmare.” 51 However, with assistance from the UNHCR and

https://www.npr.org/2018/12/10/674527496/a-u-n-migration-pact-is-dividing-europe-and-has-become-fodder-fornationalists
47
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/12/1028641
48
Ibid., p. 16-17.
49
Guy S. Gill-Goodwill, “The International Law of Refugee Protection.” The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and
Forced Migration Studies, p. 6-8. Online publication Aug (2014) DOI: 10.1093/oxford/9780199652433.013.002
https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199652433.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199652433
Rachel, Bierly. “How Latin America is handling the Venezuelan Refugee Crisis”
https://www.panoramas.pitt.edu/news-and-politics/how-latin-america-handling-venezuelan-refugee-crisis
51
Ibid.
50
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human rights groups, the Colombian government decided to allow the migrants and refugees to
stay temporarily while they considered whether to grant them permanent status.52
Although some Venezuelans migrants were granted some temporary relief to live and stay
in Colombia, their living standards are inhumane, especially in Brazil. They live in shantytowns,
lack enough food, and are harassed regularly by the authorities on a daily basis.53
According to Colombia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the government has since changed
the way it treats migrants and refugees. Speaking at a news conference in 2021, UNHCR
Commissioner Filippo Grandi gave full credit to the President of Colombia, Ivan Duque, for
the assistance he showed the citizens of Venezuela during this crisis. Commissioner Grandi stated,

“Mr. President, I believe that you have made the most important humanitarian gesture on this
continent since 1984 when the Cartagena Declaration was signed. I have just completed five years
as High Commissioner for Refugees, and I cannot think of another event of this magnitude nor a
precedent as critical as providing temporary protection for Venezuelans during my mandate.”54
In Colombia, Resolution 5797-2017 guaranteed access to healthcare and basic services to
Venezuelans who enter the country legally.55 Felipe Muñoz Head of the Migration Unit of the
Inter-American Development Bank and former Presidential Advisor to President Duque, in an
interview with the advisor to President mentioned, that “Colombia would be working as quickly
as possible to resolve this global crisis, which has now spread throughout South America and
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therefore, If you do not have the same possibilities for people to move, then we as Colombians are
the only destination that remain totally open.” 56
Unlike Brazil, Colombia is following international laws regarding human rights and the
protection of individuals who arrived in the country seeking legal status. Grandi further stated that
Colombia has hosted more Venezuelan immigrants in all three categories (migrants, asylum
seekers, and refugees) than any other country in Latin America. These individuals will be treated
fairly because they will be legalized and able to obtain work authorization within less than the five
years after arriving in Brazil.57 There are several reasons why Colombia agreed to host Venezuelan
migrant workers, asylum seekers, and refugees, including the opportunity to boost its GDP growth.
Although there are reports from some countries that see immigrants as reducing those countries’
economy, increasing crime, burdening their healthcare, and education systems, immigrants have
also been known to assist a country’s economy by paying local, state, and federal taxes, wherever
they settle or take up residence.58
Brazil vs Colombia
Colombia is the strongest supporter of Venezuelans who fled their home country due to
violence, political corruption, and an unstable economy.59 Venezuelan migrants and asylum
seekers who resided in Colombia for several years received great news in January 2021 when 1.7

56

Teresa, Welsh. “Colombia to Expand Temporary Legalization Measures for Venezuelans.”
https://www.devex.com/news/colombia-to-expand-temporary-legalization-measures-for-venezuelans-96373 (2020)
57
Jose J. Padilla J. Jose, Erika Frydenlund, and Katherine Palacio. “Colombia is letting hundreds of thousands of
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million Venezuelans were granted legal status to remain in the country.60 However, the news was
not met with glee by some Colombians who were angry at the new migrants.
President Duque, in a speech to his citizens, reiterated a call for more global aid to help
Colombia handle the humanitarian crisis, which the Brookings Institution has called one of the
most underfunded in modern history61. In Brazil, there are a number of Venezuelans (migrants,
refugees, and asylum seekers) who are still waiting to be legalized, and these individuals do not
know when their status will be resolved because of Brazil’s harsh laws regarding immigration. 62
Although Brazil welcomed a number of Venezuelans (21,432), Brazil's refugee agency
(CONARE) only granted 236 asylum requests in 2019. This number is miniscule compared with
the number of asylum-seekers who were admitted into Colombia.63
Host countries have benefited from receiving migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who
boost a country’s economy, so, it is in the best interest of the host country to make provisions for
these individuals64. Venezuelans are continuing to flee their country and migrate to parts of Latin
America, namely Brazil and Colombia. They are becoming refugees due to economic crisis food
insecurity, loss of livelihoods, and lack of proper health care in Venezuela.65 “More than one billion
people would migrate to other countries if they could. The proportions of people desiring to move
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to another country are considerably higher in developing regions such as sub-Saharan Africa at 33
percent, Latin America at 27 percent, and the Middle East and North Africa at 24 percent.”66
Education Language Barrier
The younger generation of Venezuelans in Brazil are experiencing the language barrier and the
older generation will have to learn a new language and adapt to a unique culture. Guidelines must
be in place to protect them from becoming vulnerable and disadvantaged.67 Article 22 in Chapter
IV of the Refugee Convention states that host countries are obliged to provide the same public
education opportunities to refugees that are provided to other immigrant populations.
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26 (1), “Everyone has the
right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made
generally available, and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit."68
Reports show that Brazil is making it difficult for Venezuelan children to obtain a proper education
because Venezuelans native language is Spanish and not Portuguese.69
A recent article by the World Bank and UNHCR examined the population of Venezuelans in
Brazil and revealed that 64% of the 260,000 Venezuelan population is not receiving the best
education in Brazil because of the language barrier. However, women and children have
experienced this more than men, and only 42% of Venezuelan children are enrolled in Brazil’s
school system. However, these children are experiencing difficulties because their native language
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(Spanish) is not being taught to them in their new school.70A similar study conducted by the World
Bank and UNHCR stated, “in the education sector, both primary school-aged Venezuelan children
and adolescents are at a disadvantage compared to their Brazilian peers.”
According to a 2020 education census, just 37,700 (or 45 percent) of Venezuelan children were
enrolled in school – compared to more than 85 percent of Brazilian children.” 71 This number is
low because of the language barrier these children face in Brazil where the official language is
Portuguese. Associate Economist Nikolas Pirani, who is attached to UNHCR, noted in the study
above that, “Inclusion and integration in a foreign country is a long-term process that requires a
truly holistic approach to be effective, as well as commitment and resources.” He further
highlighted that Brazil’s government must continue to work and implement a system to assist these
vulnerable individuals especially the children and teachers with training in their native language.72
The Brazilian government said that it cannot continue to host all these refugees who are taking
jobs and putting a strain on the economy, and it has been difficult for the Brazilian government to
cope with this situation. By contrast, Colombia is host to 1.7 million Venezuelans and continues
to foster a deeper relationship with Venezuelan refugees, migrants, and asylum seekers. The
government of Colombia is ensuring that each child has access to basic education. In a recent
finding on refugees and migration of children in Colombia, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) found, “198,000 out of 460,000 students
surveyed are attending school in Colombia at the primary level. These are the most vulnerable
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individuals who need basic education to become productive citizens in our society. At the
secondary level, they are 79 percent out of 460,000 students at this level but 260,000 still need to
be assimilated into the school system.”73
Jobs Skills
There are some countries, such as, Canada, that welcome migrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers under one condition: regardless of whether they are high-skilled or low-skilled, they must
return after their work permit expires or when their country regains stability. Canada’s Seasonal
Agricultural Program allows foreigners to work as skilled farmers not exceeding a year, and that
status can be renewed by the same employer depending on the working relationship between
employer and employee in this category.74 There is another program from which refugees can
benefit and simultaneously boost Canada’s economy: the Express Entry system for those who fall
under the category of teachers, doctors, pharmacists, and computer engineers. This type of program
usually is created by governments that align immigration policy with the country’s domestic and
economic priorities.
Some countries will go as far as to pay the migrants to return.75 For example, Germany
(923,580), the Republic of Korea (365,117), and Turkey (323,918) have all paid migrants to return
to their homeland.76 Although countries that depend on immigrants for seasonal labor or to fill
gaps in their aging labor force, create pathways for migrant workers to come legally, i.e., regular
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migration, which can result in substantial economic growth.77 Countries facing population decline
are dependent on immigration for their labor, and economic growth. Some countries are
contractually obligated to seasonal migrant workers in key sectors of the economy. For instance,
both Brazil and Colombia use migrants to harvest coffee, one of their main export products.
Some people in Colombia argue that refugees, migrants, and asylum seekers, are flocking
to their country and taking away their jobs. When immigrants or asylum seekers flee their
countries, their main concern is obtaining a job and providing for their families with whatever
skills they have to offer. Some scholarly debaters who are pro-immigration have argued that
migrant workers do not deplete the economy, as they work and pay taxes even more than some
wealthy citizens.78 However, the common perception still lingers in countries’ citizens, in
particular Brazil, are of the mindset that their government will allow Venezuelans, other refugees,
migrants, and asylum seekers to take their jobs, weaken their economy and burden their health
care system This is a strongly held view even though highly skilled immigrants, refugees, as well
as migrant workers who toil on farms contribute to their host country’s economy and rarely rely
on benefits from government services. 79
Most of the refugees and migrants coming to Brazil and Colombia have skills and
education. Some of these individuals are highly skilled and have completed high school - “55% of
relocated Venezuelans completed high school, while only 6% have completed higher education.”80
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Some Colombian nationals do not want to do the hard-labor jobs, so the government of Colombia
is now finding the Venezuelan skilled and unskilled refugees and migrant workers useful,
something they would not have considered previously.81 According to Luis Fernando Mejía,
economist and director of Fedesarrollo, a Bogotá-based economic research institute, the “new
group of individuals who are coming to Colombia is coming with 9.5 years of schooling; while
Colombia has 8.5.” As a result, the need for skilled as well as non-skilled workers is needed
because Colombians do not want to do manual labor
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Chapter IV
Discussion
Local, Regional, and International Obligations for Migration in the South
In this concluding chapter, I will review the policies of several countries to contrast them
with Brazil’s and in the next chapter I make some recommendations.
One can ask why is there pressure on Brazil and Colombia to assist the migration crisis in
Latin America? Data have shown that other nations within the Latin America and Caribbean
region have assisted the Venezuelans in their crisis. During 2019-2020, the following countries
hosted refugees, migrant workers, and asylum seekers from Venezuela that totaled 1.8 million:
Peru, (830,000), Chile (455,000), Ecuador (363,000), Guyana (17,000), and the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago (24,300).82
There are nations that are in both Latin America and the Caribbean region that are willing
to assist but are concerned that refugees and migrants will put a burden on their already strained
economies. Furthermore, they fear that some of the individuals in this group have criminal
histories, major health issues, and/or lack of proper employment skills. Argentina accepted
125,000 Venezuelans in 2012, a number that increased in 2017 by 31,167 and further increased in
2018 by 70,531 Venezuelans. These numbers indicate that migration in Latin America is far from
being solved and that the government of Venezuela is not doing enough to fix the country’s
economy, and that has a major effect on its citizens' daily lives. 83
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The Republic of Bolivia, home to the second-largest oil reserves in Latin America , has
supported Venezuelans who are in their country and is in the process of legalizing the status of the
refugees. However, Bolivia is economically stressed like most southern economies. Nevertheless,
the Bolivian nation is willing to further assist the Venezuelans. In 2020 there were 10,000
Venezuelans in Bolivia. Under former President Jeanine Áñez Chávez, harsher laws were put in
place to deter Venezuelan migrants.84 Bolivia acceded to the 1954 Convention Relating to the
Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness in 1983.85
The U.S. continues to support Venezuelan migrants residing in Guyana. Those migrants
received US $4 million in assistance during the Trump administration and continue to do so.
Some countries, for example, China and Cuba, will continue to support socialist and
communist countries like Venezuela because they see President Maduro as Venezuelan’s
legitimate President. These countries continue to blame western nations for not doing more and
meddling in Venezuelan Politics.
Western countries such as the United States, Canada, Germany, Italy and the United
Kingdom recognize Juan Guaidó as Venezuela’s legitimate president, even though Maduro is the
sitting President.86
Several Caribbean and Latin American nations are in support of Maduro. For example,
Mexico, Costa Rica, Uruguay, and Paraguay have all pledged to do their part in the Venezuelan
migration crisis. Nevertheless, these countries can only offer limited support because of their own
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economic limitations, relatively anemic GDP, and high debts already incurred. The latter three
curtailed their intake of migrants because they are all small nations.87
While the United States and Canada can, and have assisted with the Venezuelan crisis,
these two countries have their own internal immigrant and migration crises such as the U.S. crisis
at its southern border. More needs to be done to end the Venezuelan crisis and hold the government
of Venezuela accountable.
As Rubenstein and Orgad noted in their observation of the global migration crisis, “Never
in history has so much attention been paid to human movement. Global migration yields
demographic shifts of historical significance, profoundly shaking up world politics, as shown by
the refugee crisis, the rise of White nationalism in the United States, and the spreading of the
populist right in Europe, challenging the fabric of Western societies, remodeling the essence of
sovereignty, and changing the way we think of borders and boundaries.”88
Approaching migration from a holistic point of view will have a better outcome if countries
are prepared to combat this crisis. Many countries have their own internal migration crisis,
regardless of size, population, and geographical location. However, combating the Venezuela
crisis will force several nations to agree to bring this issue to light, beginning with the United
States. These individuals have fled for safety and better living conditions, and merely returning
them to their country of origin makes it likely that they will be persecuted by the dictators of their
home countries.89
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Venezuela is in dire need of additional assistance. More investment and debt relief are
needed to support solutions to this crisis so that people will not flee in the first place and encounter
harsh treatment, as in the case of Brazil, whose hardline policies have caused concern among
regional and international communities. As is suggested by the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly
and Regular Migration, countries can set up independent agencies to oversee migration while
respecting and protecting the rights of the migrants in their country regardless of their religion,
sexual orientation, or other status.90
Not everyone who leaves their country of origin is seeking asylum. Some migrants travel
to find work and to obtain a migrant’s work visa. Additionally, governments should allow refugees
to apply for asylum and state their case first before they arrest and deport them. Everyone has a
right to flee for their safety, especially those who come from war-torn countries or who are affected
by natural disasters and cannot return home.91
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees on World Refugee Day, Grandi stated,
“refugees, migrants and others displaced people can become real agents of change and contribute
to the communities hosting them if given a chance and the tools to work with.”92 He also noted
that “In this sense, the rest of the world can learn a great deal about the inclusion and integration
of refugees in Latin America and the Caribbean.”93
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During the UN General Assembly debate in September 2016, and under international
conventions, member states argued against the idea that combating global migration begins with
closing a country’s borders, deporting the refugees, migrants, and those seeking asylum back to
points of origin. Presenting oneself at a border and claiming refugee status is not a crime. What is
criminal is arresting and placing immigrants in jail indefinitely, which are

violations of

international human rights law. 94
The United States plans to support the government of Guatemala with US$130 million in
aid. However, the government of Guatemala must ensure that the aid is divided equally and that
every citizen, especially those in rural areas, receive proper health care, education, and job
opportunities. Sending money as aid to support Guatemala's economy will not stop the flow of
migrants; it is only the beginning of efforts to encourage citizens to stay in place and build their
country by producing a stable economy. Budget support measures are not enough, and for this
reason, people will flee to find work and safety for themselves and their families.95
Countries that are experiencing a large number of migrants who flock to their borders
should welcome them, as they help boost a country’s economy and GDP growth.
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Chapter V
Recommendations
After meeting and interviewing the Venezuelan asylum-seekers and refugees in Brazil,
listening to their horrendous stories, and observing the situation for themselves, authors CatherineJane Tinker and Laura Madrid Sartoretto made a compelling argument about refugees’ poor
treatment there, especially those from Venezuela.
Brazil continues to choose how it welcomes migrants and refugees, according to the
principles in the Refugee Convention. However, if Brazil truly supports refugees, asylum seekers,
and migrants, it should not favor any one group of individuals over another. In 2010 Haiti
experienced its worst earthquake. Haitians fled to several welcoming countries. Some Haitians
travelled to Brazil and were later granted legal status under Brazil’s then-President Dilma
Rousseff, whose government made it convenient for them to obtain legal status. What is the
difference between the Haitians and the Venezuelans?96
Brazil’s government pledged to assist Syrians fleeing civil war in their country with visas.
One-thousand-five-hundred Syrians received humanitarian aid from the government. This
partiality angered low-income Venezuelans who were not offered equivalent assistance. At the end
of 2018, the Brazilian government created and funded a settlement program for 3,000 Syrians and
other Central Americans. Authors Shari Wejsa and Jeffrey Lesser have argued for Brazil to
legislate equal acceptance of all refugees and migrant workers regardless of nationality, claiming
that doing so will boost the country's economic growth.97
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Bolsonaro is a conservative leader. He claims that migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees
weaken his economy, and the harsh laws he has in place to deter them will not change any time
soon. Therefore, UNHCR, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and concerned NGOs
must petition the government to change some of its hardline policies that have affected and are
affecting the lives of refugees, migrants, and asylum seekers. In addition, non-profit agencies in
the community can play a vital role in helping displaced people acclimate to their new country.98
The residents of the frontier town of Pacaraima in Roraima state, expressed their
dissatisfaction at the vast number of Venezuelans that are coming into their country and town. At
some point the local communities in the borders states had had enough of the migrants and
refugees. Media outlets reported that “they set fire to the Venezuelans’ meager shelters and
belongings, and the local Brazilians forced 1,200 homeless people back over the remote border
according to some migrants.”99 “They came with bottles and sticks, shouting ‘Get out!’ said
Nayelis Garcia, 17, who sheltered with her one-year-old baby in a tent at the border crossing,
protected now by Brazilian soldiers.” Little was done to protect them as the crisis unfolded along
the border. In the early phases of the influx there was a need for accurate information regarding
the refugees’ situation from the Bolsonaro administration, a government that did little for the
Venezuelans. 100
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Continuing Effort: Working with UNHCR, IOM
Data obtained from the European Commission show that, as of today, international
agencies have helped millions of returnees, stateless people, refugees, asylum-seekers, and
migrants, safeguarding individual migrants and those who are fleeing for their lives. However, still
more work needs to be done. According to Eirik Christophersen of the Norwegian Refugee Council
(NRC) the following countries have provided protection to more refugees than any others within
the last 10 years (2011-2020) for instance:101
▪

Turkey hosts an estimated 4.3 million , or about 5.0 percent of their population

▪

Lebanon 1.5 million refugees from Syria (19.5 percent of their population ),

▪

Liberia, 212,000, (4.1 percent of Liberia’s population) and

▪

Sweden accepted refugees 2018-2020.

UNHCR Grandi “labeled the world’s refugee problem a crisis that is primarily impacting
developing countries, who are hosting most of the world’s 79.5 million displaced people.” The
agency is doing everything possible to give people hope and a sense of purpose in life. Yet,
governments must cooperate with agencies to allow aid into the country and meet the needs of the
people.102
Having reviewed the literature on migration and refugee protection and the situation of
Venezuelans in Brazil, I recommend the following actions:
Corrupt governments such as Venezuela must be held liable for mismanaging their
economies. Some migrants do not want to return to their homes because of uncertainty about their
safety and that of their families. Support and security must be assured to the refugees who want to
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return to their homes, and it must be an orderly and safe return. Host countries must be more
transparent and protective of the migrants and refugees in their countries. Women, babies,
children’s health, education, and safety must be a top priority for host countries.
Countries for example, Brazil, Italy, Hungary, and Poland, and those that do not support
migrants and refugees should be sanctioned by UNHCR, IOM, and Security Council for not
complying with the Refugee Convention. Domestic workers and migrants must be paid according
to the country’s minimum wage and must be represented by the company’s or organization’s
union.103
The International Labor Organization (ILO) continues to monitor receiving countries to
ensure that migrants and refugees receive fair wages for their labor in host countries. If these
countries do not comply, they should be held accountable for violating international labor and
human rights (HR) laws. These countries must not allow their private corporations within their
countries to enact whatever rules the companies decide to impose on these vulnerable people. All
existing labor laws in host countries must be reviewed to assure compliance with international
standards for migrants and refugees.104
All abuse must be recorded, and complaints from the migrant refugees must be reported
accurately and as soon as practical after an offense is committed. Refugees and migrants who are
in danger must be removed with their family immediately to a secure location. Migrants' status
must not be held against them, and they must be encouraged to report all abuse, regardless of when
the abuse occurred, even after they gain legal status in the host countries. Children who arrive at a
country’s border without their parents, or an adult must be protected upon arrival, regardless of
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how they arrived or who sent them. Social workers, psychologists, and the foster care system must
be available to aid these children and ensure that they are placed appropriately.105
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) functions almost like its counterpart,
UNHCR. This agency’s primary focus is to provide services and advice concerning migration to
governments and migrants, including internally displaced persons, refugees, and migrant workers.
This agency was created in 1951, one year after the UNHCR. IOM works with any government
that is willing to promote safe, orderly, and regular migration in host countries around the world.106
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) Article 23 (2) states “Everyone,
without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.”107 IOM must hold host
countries accountable for the treatment of the migrants and refugees, ensuring their wages are
profitable and social security is readily available if and when they desire to return to their home
country. The Convention on the Rights of the Child states in Article 28 (1) and (a) that “States
Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right
progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular: (a) Make primary
education compulsory and free for all.”108 States are urged to enroll all school-age children in
school after their status is legalized through their parents or guardians. Moreover, parents and
guardians should not be afraid to report abuse by teachers and peers when their children attend
school. Although they are residing in another country and may not speak the national language.109
Migrant workers, refugees, and asylum seekers must be allowed to practice their religion.
Article 18 of the UDHR, states, “everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and
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religion; this right includes freedom to change his or her religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship, and observance.”110
Protection of Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers
Migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers must be protected by their host countries. If a
migrant is in a country, that country must not hold that migrant nor their family hostage. For
example, in the County of Zapata in the State of Texas, the Broder Patrol arrested two men for
holding migrants against their will and forced them to pack and ship bags of narcotics in order to
pay off their smuggling debt.111 Employers must not falsely promise migrants’ jobs, confiscate
their documents, hold them in slavery, nor bring frivolous charges against them. Employers must
not assault migrants, refugees, nor request they remove their religious garments; for example,
Muslim women (hijab) or a Sikh turban (pagri) or be denied a lunch break.
Article 24 of the UDHR 1948 document states that “everyone has the right to rest and
leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.” All
migrants must be given a written contract by their prospective employers regarding what is
expected of them; the number of days they have to work each week; wages and overtime, and
health insurance. Host country governments should ensure that employers do not violate migrants’
rights. All of this must be documented in the contract for the migrants and refugees before they
accept employment in host countries.112
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Detention centers should not be the primary response of any government when an influx
of migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees occurs. Security, safety, and legalization of migrants
should be the priority actions. Ambassadors and consulates must be alerted when migrants and
refugees from their countries arrive in any host country in which they are serving. They must be
allowed to speak to their citizens and receive up-to-date information on their status until they are
legalized and safe. An immigration officer must not arrive at any school and escort an immigrant,
or refugee child, or children, and place them in custody without his or her parents’ knowledge. 113
All forms of discrimination, including on the basis of race, religion, or sexual orientation,
against migrants and refugees or any persons fleeing for their lives, must be denounced in their
newly adopted country. Social services agencies in host countries must have sensitivity training
regarding migrant and refugee issues. Migrant children must not be excluded from any sport or
school-related activities such as theater or spelling bee competitions. Department stores and small
businesses are not allowed to double their prices for migrants while the rest of the population
receives a reduced price for goods and services. If a country’s immigration laws require an
individual to gain citizenship after three years, the same law must apply to all migrants and
refugees. The criteria for citizenship must not be changed solely because they are refugees. 114
Migrants, refugees and their children must be referred to by their given names, not “migrant
or refugees”. If a child migrant’s or refugee’s parent perishes while they are waiting on the
resolution of their status, the host country must not deport that child to another country. The child
must be placed in protective care. All after-school activities must be complimentary for all refugee
children, regardless of their status in their host country.

Kevin, Appleby. “Strengthening the Global Refugee Protection System: Recommendations for the Global
Compact on Refugees Center for Migration studies”, p. 780-82, Vol. 5 (4) 2017.
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Children must not be forced into the labor force by any host country. If migrants feel that
they are being exploited, they must be free to leave that employer and gain employment elsewhere
without any retaliation. Migrants who have a complaint must be treated with respect, and they
must be willing to testify against any crime committed without fear of being deported or publicly
shamed. If a natural disaster occurs in a host country, migrants and refugees must be protected and
should be entitled to any relief regardless of their status.115

UNHCR “Response stepped up in Brazil as Venezuelan arrivals grow This is a summary of what was said by
UNHCR spokesperson William Spindler – to whom quoted text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the
115
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Chapter VI
Conclusion
The issues raised by global migration require improved international coordination. The
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration will continue to be a significant
guideline to improve the governance of migration, address the challenges associated with today’s
migration, and strengthen the contribution of migrants and migration for sustainable development.
Developed countries must do more to assist in the protection of the rights of migrating populations
when millions of people, including children, have suffered and continue to suffer from natural and
manmade disasters in their home countries.
Brazil’s Harsh Immigration Policy towards Venezuelans
According to the Brazilian Constitution, “everyone is equal before the law, with no
distinction whatsoever, guaranteeing to Brazilians and foreigners residing in the country the
inviolability of the right to life, liberty, equality, security, and property, according to the terms
defined in Article 5 of the Constitution.” The law further states that it may not establish a
distinction between native and naturalized Brazilians, except in cases provided for in the
Constitution. Article 22 “grants to the Union (Federal Government, União) the exclusive power
to legislate, inter alia, on nationality, citizenship, and naturalization; as well as on emigration,
immigration, entry, extradition, and the expulsion of foreigners.”116
Migrants’ and refugees’ main concerns are to be respected and honored as human beings.
Colombians have similar legitimate concerns as Brazil: that the refugees will put a burden on the

Grasielle Castro “On The Brazil Border, Venezuela's Political Crisis Has Become A Humanitarian Nightmare”
“Venezuela’s descent into chaos, which nearly culminated in an anti-government military uprising, has had
profound effects on both sides of the border”. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/brazil-venezuela-border-juan-guaidonicolas-maduro_n_5cc8d390e4b0d123954c0022
116
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economy, crime will increase, and most migrants are not highly skilled. Therefore, they are also
looking to limit of the number of refugees entering their country. However, Colombia accepted
more refugees than any other nation in the region despite their concerns. Colombia has 1.7 million
Venezuelans residing in the country to date.
When the Venezuelans first arrived, the government of Brazil sent troops to the border to
prevent Venezuelan migrants and refugees from entering into the country. The migrants and
refugees were treated inhumanely; their tents were burned to the ground and most days the children
could not attend school because of the language barrier. Some children died in custody at the
borders and many migrants and refugees and their children were starving . They slept on the streets
because their shelters were either full or burned by the local communities.
Brazil’s government, as well as other governments globally that are hostile to migrants and
refugees, fails to protect people who are in dire need of assistance and are fleeing for their lives.
This inhumane treatment must not continue. More pressure needs to be put on countries that refuse
to assist, or bluntly twist the truth, and make excuses for not allowing migrants, and refugees into
their country.117
Migrant, refugees, and asylum seekers should not be stigmatized. These individuals should
not be blamed nor suffer after being victimized by manmade disasters such as the mismanagement
of the national economy as in the case of Venezuela. Neighboring countries should not shut their
borders or deny them legal status. When this occurs, they are in violation of the Refugee
Convention and other relevant international law.118
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Many Venezuelan migrants, refugees and asylum seekers said they would prefer to stay in their
country if the government were not abusing the poor for political purposes. In addition, if there
were better living conditions, health care, education, and a safe environment, they would be less
likely to migrate to another country. Migrants flee their homelands because of a lack of
employment, crime, the lack of proper healthcare and a plethora of social issues. With the effective
help of UNHCR, IOM, and other NGOs, this global crisis can be ended.119

https://www.unhcr.org “Guidance Note on International Protection Consideration for Venezuelans”
p.1-3 May 2019
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Appendix

Figure 1
Global migration has not only affected South America (Brazil) but other parts of the
world.
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Figure 2
From the Chart below, migrants with low or high skills can boost any country’s economy if they
are given the opportunity and legal status to work, pay their fair share of taxes, and provide for
their families.
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Figure 3
The number of Venezuelans have increased in these countries after 2017. The U.S and Spain were
added to their destinations. Migrants and refugees prefer to stay within the region of South America
and the Caribbean because it is less of a hassle to go to some of these countries listed below (minus
the U.S.) country and settle with their families. However, most of these countries, except for the
U.S and Brazil, do not speak their native language.
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Figure 4

Here are several countries listed below where refugees, migrants, and displaced people as of 2019
are affected by this global crisis. Since then, the figure has doubled due to global warming, wartorn countries, famine, and political instability are some of the causes for; these individuals who
flee with their families for safety and better living conditions.
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Figure 5
THE WORLD'S REFUGEES IN NUMBERS

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-crisisstatistics-and-facts/
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Figure 6
In this analysis, Venezuelans are not the only people who are becoming refugees. It is a global crisis
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Figure 7
The map shows how many Venezuelans have left their country to survive in neighboring countries
including Brazil. In addition, how the diaspora is helping Venezuela's migration crisis.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/how-the-diaspora-is-helping-venezuela-migrationcrisis/
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Map 1
How Brazil Can Do Better for Venezuela’s Refugees

Source: Igarapé Institute garape.org.br/en/how-brazil-can-do-better-for-venezuelas-refugees/
Americas Quarterly Newspapers Dec (2018)
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Map 2
The map shows from 2012-2018 that Venezuelans are fleeing to different parts of South America
and the Caribbean for security, food, health, and better living conditions. Although these are
dangerous routes by foot, they would rather risk their lives for safety.

Source: On foot, Venezuela's poor seek better lives across South America
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/americas/on-foot-venezuelas-poor-seek-better-lives-across-sAmerica
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